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Report to the Landcare Committee

from Lloyd Bezett, Policy Analyst, Council Secretariat

Appointment of Honorary Rangers

1.
Purpose
To authorise the appointment of Honorary Rangers in terms of the Wellington Regional Water Board 1972 and delegate the power to appoint persons to be Honorary Rangers to the Manager, Regional Parks (Operations).

2.
Background

The Terms of Reference of the Landcare Committee has responsibility for the management of natural forest areas managed by the Council.  This may include control of access to water catchment areas administered by the Council under the Wellington Regional Water Board Act 1972 (WRWB) and the Bylaws created under that Act.

Section 47 of the WRWB Act allows for the appointment of any person to the position of Honorary Ranger on such terms and conditions as the Council sees fit.  

3.
Comment

While persons appointed have no specific powers under the Act or the Council's Bylaws, it would greatly assist the detection and investigation of offences within the catchment areas (particularly unauthorised access and hunting), for officers to be issued with proof of identity and authority.  It is envisaged that Council officers and private security persons, employed from time to time by the Council, will be appointed honorary rangers.

The position of Honorary Ranger was disestablished with the introduction of the Forest, Parks and Recreation Areas Bylaws in 1994.  It was envisaged that the catchment areas would be opened to the public shortly and those Bylaws would prevail - the WRWB Bylaws only being retained to prevent access to a small area surrounding water intakes.  With the catchment areas remaining closed and the recent increase in unauthorised access incidents, it is now advisable that the position be reintroduced to ensure that proper control of the catchment areas can be exercised.

It is recommended that the appointment of Honorary Rangers be delegated to the Manager, Regional Parks (Operations).  Each person appointed would be issued with a warrant carrying the official seal of the Council.

4.
Recommendations

That the Committee:

(1)
Approve the appointment of Honorary Rangers in terms of section 47 of the Wellington Regional Water Board Act 1972 for the purpose of detecting and investigating offences within the water catchment areas of the Council, including the power to issue trespass notices to any person who has entered a catchment area without authorisation.

(2)
Delegate to the Manager, Regional Parks (Operations) the power to appoint persons to be Honorary Rangers, including the issuing of a warrant of authority duly authorised under the seal of the Council.
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